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THIS IS THE STORY OF NEW YORK'S 
MOST NOTORIOUS CRIMINAL LAWYER! 


HIS PERSONALITY, HIS WIi, HIS COURT 
TRICKS SAVED MANY A CRIMINAL FROM 
THE CHAIR! 


HIS EXPLOITS WERE FRONT PAGE NEWS 
A FEW YEARS AGO! BUT FEW KNEW 
ANYTHING ABOUT HIS: PRIVATE LIFE, 
WHICH WAS JUST AS SENSATIONAL! 
“THE MOUTHPIECE" TELLS ALL IN A BLAZE 
OF TERRIFIC DRAMA. 


They called him ‘The Pi 
Mouthpi: éd" because he 

could talk juries out of jus- 

tice anc women out of 

honor! 
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_ “The Mouthpiece”’ At 


eeere Theatre Brings 
Zarren William To Front 
k of Screen Stars 


Warren William, stage hero on the 


screen a little more than a year, reveals 
the stuff of which stars are made in 


“The Mouthpiece,” a Warner Bros. 
picture which 
opened at the 


ly ah re 
yesterday. 
William, dash- 
ing swashbuckler 
of “The Honor 
Of The Family,” 
breaker of hearts 
in “Beauty And 
The , Boss,” has 
» sete ia 
“The Mouth- 
piece” which 
fits him like the 
proverbial glove. 
WARREN WILLIAM It gives him. a 


No. 13 
Bogota Mat 5c chance to dem- 


onstrate the great dramatic talent which 
made him a legend on Broadway and 
the charm which brings him thousands 
of new fans in each city in which he is 
seen. 
“The Mouthpiece” deals with the tragic 
fate of a great legal light who sends an 
innocent youth to the electric chair in an 
excess of prosecuting zeal. He learns 
his ghastly error too late. His conscience 
destroys his value as a prosecutor. In a 
revulsion of feeling he turns to the de- 
fense of persons accused of crime, bring- 
ing all the energy and skill that had won 
him fame as the criminal’s nemesis to 


the defense of those same criminals. 


owerful drama all the way 
odern and up-to-the-moment 
There is stirring action, high- 
lighted by intense scenes in the death 
house and the courtroom. There is also 
a dominant note of romance all through 
the story, the “Mouthpiece” being a man 
who loves recklessly and is loved by 
reckless women. 

The theme of “The Mouthpiece” is 
well handled, two directors coll thorating 
on its production, James Flood supervis- 
ing the dramatic situations and Elliott 
Nugent co-ordinating the dialogue with 
the action. 

The cast is also excellent. Sidney Fox, 
diminutive star of “strictly Dishonor- 
able,” plays the featured feminine lead. 
Aline MacMahon, whom you remember 
as Edward G. Robinson's cynical secre- 
tary in “Five Star Final,” plays a very 
important role in a somewhat similar 
capacity. Others in the large cast who 
play their parts particularly well are Guy 
Kibbee, William Janney, John Wray, 
Ralph Ince, Noel Francis, Mae Madison, 
Morgan Wallace, J Carroll Naish, Wal 
ter Walker, Stanley Fields, Jack LaRue, 
Emerson Tracey and Murray kinnell. 


“The Mouthpiece” is a picture with a 
topical value which exposes the hidden 
practices of lawyers who work outside 
the law. Every man, woman and. child 
will enjoy it, both for its dramatic ©x 
posure of ,tinside stuff” and for its reck 


less romance. We urge you not to miss 
i? 


“The Mouthpiece” With 
Warren William Based On 
Actual Incidents In Life 


Of Lawyer 


Frank J. Collins, writer of the play 
from which “The Mouthpiece,” a Warner 
Bros. picture now at the .. . » Was 
adapted, based his story on actual inci- 
dents occurring in the life of a notorious 
New York lawyer, now dead. 

The late legal practitioner acquired 
fame because of his dramatic defenses 
of doubtful characters and his impas- 
sioned eloquence which so frequently in- 
fluenced juries to find verdicts as he 
wished them to. He was famed for his 
brilliant legal mind, which enabled him 
to find innumerable loopholes in the law, 
thus permitting his clients to operate 
within the law. 

He led a dissolute life, wasting it away 
on bad associations and the combination 
of wine and women. His health became 
broken as a result of the profligate life 
he led. With failing health he lost his 
fair weather friends, his money and his 
interest in defeating justice. He died a 
broken man, after being himself prose- 
cuted for illegal practice. 

Such lawyers, existing under similar 
conditions, have come to be called 
“mouthpieces,” acting as the voices of the 
people whose exploits take them across 
the border of legality. 

Warren William portrays “The Mouth- 
piece,” following the incidents set forth 
by Collins, the playwright, with a fide.- 
ity to details of drama, eloquence ani! 
ability which has elicited the praise of 
metropolitan and local commentators. 

The cast includes Sidney Fox, Aline 
MacMahon, Guy Kibbee, Noel Francis, 
Ralph Ince, William Janney and Mae 
Madison. 

James Flood and Elliott 
laborated on the direction. 


Nugent col- 


y day of run 


Warren William 
Plays His Biggest 
Role In “The Mouthpiece” 


(Biographical Story) 

Born in Minnesota of a publishing 
family, Warren William, featured in “The 
Mouthpiece,” a Warner Bros. picture 
now at the Theatre, forsook the 
newspaper career outlined by his father 
and embarked on his own professional 
choice—engineering much to his father’s 
disgust. Just as he was getting his start, 
war was declared and he enlisted. 

William became a sergeant in the army 
and had made no stage appearances until 
his enlistment. After the a istice he 
chose to join one of the stock panies 
formed by — soldiers. Hle te a. the 
camps in France and was inspired to 
follow the dramatic profession on his re- 
turn to the United States. 

William stormed the doors of every 
theatrical producer in New York with in- 
different success. When he began to se- 
cure roles in Broadway plays he discov- 
ered that they invariably ran but a short 
time. After ‘Some time with shows which 
found themselves in the warehouse al 


1 


ce a aes Ww eatablishec 
as Broadway’s favorite leading man. Hie 
was rushed to California in the midst of 
the successful “Vinegar ‘Tree’ engage- 
ment and there began his picture career 
a little less than a year ago. Since then 
he has appeared opposite Bebe Daniels, 
Dolores Costello and Marian Marsh, ap- 
pearing with 1932's first star in both 
“Under Eighteen” and “Beauty And The 


Boss.” 


rd day of run 


Player In “The Mouthpiece” 
Specialist In Southern 


Girl Roles 
(Biographical Story) 


Sidney Fox, one of the screen’s most 
diminutive heroines, currently appearing 
at the .... Theatre in “The Mouthpiece,” 
a Warner Bros. picture, has achieved 
wide renown for her portrayals of in- 
genuous southern girls on the stage and 
screen. 


Miss Fox was 
reared in New 
York and ob- 


tained her first 
roles on the stage 
there. She began 
her career at the 
age of fifteen and 
revealed a natural 
talent for mimicry 
which permits her 
to acquire almost 
any kind of ac- 
cent immediately 
she hears it. Miss 
Fox fostered this 
ability, specializ- 
ing in southern 
accents. which she 
Cissie Loftus. 

In most of her stage and screen roles, 
Miss Fox has been called upon to demon- 
strate her southern accent. Her greatest 
screen success was in “Strictly Dishonor- 
able,” in which she played the part of the 
young southern girl who learned several 
vital facts when she came to New York. 
Miss Fox was signed to a long-term con- 
tract by the producer and was borrowed 
by Warner Bros. for a role in “The 


SIDNEY FOX 
Cut No. 10 


Cut 15¢ Mat Se 


first learned from 


Mouthpiece,” which has her speaking in 
the southern accent of Celia Faraday, 


young Kentuckian employed by Vincent 
Day, played by Warren William, leading 
man of the picture. 

Also prominent in the cast of “The 
Mouthpiece” are Aline MacMahon, Guy 
Kibbee, Noel Francis, J. Carroll Naish, 


John Wray, Mae Madison, Emerson 
Tracey and Ralph Ince. 

“The Mouthpiece” wis directed by 
James Flood and Elliott Nugent with 


special emphasis given to the co-ordina 
tion of dialogue and act 


Mun day of run 


Personality Notes Of Interest 
Concerning Warren William 


Interest aroused in the personal habits 
and history of Warren William, featured 
] in “The Mouthpiece,” the Warner 


}! wer 
Bros. } ure now at the , reveals 
that this newcomer to the screen: 


Drarted acting between battles during 
the war. 

Collects Japanese antiques. 

Was born in Minnesota, is taken for 
an Englishman and wants to live in the 
South Seas. 

Collects miniature elephants f0F luck 
but doesn’t gamble. 

Has worn a mustache in every 
ture. 

Owns a Pierce Arrow but drives a 
yellow Ford. 

Likes Paris better than any other city. 

Knows one card trick and shows it to 
everybody. 


pic- 


Likes to play ping pong,tennis, and 
hookey. 

Never whistles or chews gum. 

Used to write magazine fiction. 

Was christened Warren William 
Kreck. 


Studied engineering and likes to in- 


- vent. 


Wanted to be a sailor at one time. 

Would like to be able to sing. 

Wants to meet Albert (Relativity) 
Einstein. 

Dislikes 
himself. 

Is married. 

Is particular regarding portrait sit- 
tings. 

Believes “The Mouthpiece” is a swell 
picture. 


answering questions about 


» th day of run 


“Five Star Final” Secretary 
In Important Role Of “The 
Mouthpiece” 


Aline MacMahon, who created a 
furore in critical circles as a result of 
her role in “Five Star Final” as Edward 
G. Robinson’s secretary, was assigned the 
important part of “Hickey” in “The 
Mouthpiece,” a Warner Bros. picture 
featuring Warren William, which is now 
at the . . Theatre. 

Miss MacMahon’s dramatic career em- 
braces several similarly memorable roles. 
A graduate of Barnard College in New 
York City, she was @ member of the 
Provincetown Players dramatic group at 
the same time Fugene O'Neill, play- 
wright of “Strange Interlude” and 
“Mourning Becomes Fleetra” fame, was 
associated with the organization. She 
appeared on Broadway in the Jed Har- 
ris production f “Spread Eagle,” her 
performance ha r been called one of 
the best in contemporary drama. After 
her “Five Star Fin il? sueeess, Miss Mac- 
Mahon appeared in “Once In A_ Life- 
time.” last season’s VeTy successful stage 
production, She was then engaged by 
Warner Bros. to appear in “The Heart 
Of New York,” following that film with 
“The Mouthpiece. 

In “The Mouthpiece” Miss MacMahon 
again appears as a secretary and assist- 
ant to Warren William. As in previous 
pictures, she interprets a doting employee 
who. sacrifices herself in the interest of 
her employer. She is a Vital factor in 
the ultimate reform of William, who 
plays the part of 4 criminal lawyer en- 
gaged in defeating the law via the loop- 
holes available to brilliant legalists. 

Appearing with Miss MacMahon and 
William in “The Mouthpiece” are Sid- 
nev Fox, Guy Kibbee, Noel Francis, Mae 
Madison, John Wre” bin many others. 
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Warren William, Who Hates 
Interviews, Gives Lowdown 


On Early Ambitions and 
Career 


By Jack COoorer 

Up to now an interview has been a 
trying ordeal for Warren William. 

This debonair actor with the gusty, 
free-and-easy manner, and with a back- 
ground replete with colorful incident, is 
a lost sheep amongst magazine and 
newspaper interviewers. . 

It isn’t that he won’t talk—he hates 
questions. 

He is a friendly chap and will warm 
up immediately in ordinary conversation 
(which is the only way to get anything 
out of him); but the minute the word 
“interview” is sprung on him, or formal 
questions come popping at his head, he 
ducks right into his shell. 

His strange secret was revealed while 
he was making “The Mouthpiece,” a 
Warner Bros: picture featuring him and 
Sidney Fox, which comes to the... .- 
Theatre next... . 

“I think it’s a hangover from my 
school-days,” he said. “If I weren’t in 
mortal fear of examinations at that time 
I wouldn’t be an actor now. I just 
missed realizing my ambition of becom- 
ing a nautical engineer by flunking an 
examination in mathematics. I wasn’t as 
bad as the exam painted me—it was just 
that I was afraid of the quiz and every- 
thing I ever knew just froze inside of 
ine when I came to it.” 

From then on the interview went splen- 
didly. It turned out to be an easy job, 
for there was nothing for me to do but 
sit and listen. 

“The trouble with my mathematics was 
that I could not memorize formulae,” he 
said. “That is another of my bugbears. 
A thing must come to me naturally—I 
must feel it, otherwise it slips through 
my mind. I can’t live according to pat- 
tern, I can’t think along planned lines, 
and I like to do things on the spur of 
the moment. 

“I think I am psychologist enough to 
know how this all started. When I was 
a youngster my father owned a news- 
paper in Aitken, Minnesota. It seemed 
agreed upon through all my school days 
that I was to ultimately become a news- 
paperman and take over the reins my 
father held just as soon as I was through 
with college. I rebelled against it con- 
stantly . .. and I got the habit of 
rebelling against anything preconceived, 
cut-and-dried, or fore-ordained. 

“I became an actor because it was an 
escape from the routine of army life. 
Army drudgery and the mud of Southern 
France made me vow that as soon as 
the war was over I would go to sea. I 
hated the sight of land. But when the 
Armistice was signed, I found myself 
applying for a chance to tour the army 
camps with Madison Corey's theatrical 
troupe. 


“I didn’t care what I did then. I 
just wanted to live a free life and just 
keep on following every fool notion that 
came into my head. 

“When I came back to America, the 
family newspaper prospect was. still 
hanging over my head. I didn’t go back 
to Minnesota and I had to have some 
reasons to keep me in New York. 


New York telephone book andl the first 
thing I turned to was the list of the- 
atrical agents. I made the rounds. 1 
felt that 1 wasn’t cut out to be an 
actor and that there was nothing pre- 
destined in it about me. It just seemed 
like a good idea at the time.” 

If he had a burning desire to be an 
actor; if he had gone begging for a 
chance to show his ability, it is ten to 
one that he would be in some other line 
of work now. He just didn’t give a 
rap how things turned out for him, and 
it must have been his air of assured 
nonchalance that landed him a leading 
role in a William Le Baron played called 
“I Love You,” which abruptly termi- 
nated its one-night stand tour in Flint, 
Michigan. 

And here is a fact which few movie 
fans know. William was a movie actor 


in the days following the war. He had 
heard of Hollywood and decided to make 
a stab at it. 

It may be that his present dashing 
camera manner may have been derived 
from the days when he played bucket- 
of-blood serials with the queen of them 
all-—Pearl White. But he yearned for 
New York and gave up his chance of 
graduating to stardom. 

Acting to him was a matter of mark- 
ing time until he should have made up 
his mind or hit on something that he 
would choose as his life’s work. Besides, 
he was still promising himself that he 
would go back to Aitken, Minnesota, and 
visit the folks—and maybe take a crack 
at the newspaper game just for the sake 
of variety. But before he could get 
around to it, the newspaper passed out 
of the family—and Warren William 
heaved a sigh of relief that was heard 
around the world. 


“That settled it,’ Warren William 
said. “From then on I was an actor 
until the next best thing showed up. I 
was playing in ‘The Vinegar Tree’ in 
New York when a Warner Bros. scout 
picked me up and made me an offer 
to come ut to Hollywood and play 
opposite Dolores Costello in ‘Expensive 
Women.’ It meant a change—new adven- 
tures—new surroundings—and I signed 
the contract on the spur of the moment. 
I had no intention of staying on in 
Hollywood, I was figuring on taking 
my blue-nosed schooner, which, inciden- 
tally, I still have docked in New York, 
and hitting out for the South Seas, or 
some place like that. After the picture 
-as finished, I was offered a long-term 
contract—and I signed it. Don’t ask me 
why—it just seemed like a good idea 
at the time.” 


Feature 


Famous Actor-Playwright 
Reaches Directorial Front 
Rank with ‘The Mouthpiece” 


By Frank DAUGHERTY 


The names of J. C. and Elliott Nugent 
are well known today on Broadway, 
where they yearly present themselves in 
one of their stage plays; and are equally 
well known in Hollywood, where they 


It probably Aen't as Ww 4 i 
they also work on screen adaptatio ns 
famous novels, on dialogue, or ple 
of their own for the screen. ’ 
Elliott, who is J. C.’s son, has taken to” 
directing. Wer collaborated with James ~ 
Flood on the direction of “The Mouth- 
piece,” a Warner Bros. production fea~ 
turing Warren William and Sidney Fo 
at the .... Theatre. era 

Acting, writing, directing — 2 
stage and screen -— there seem 
nothing too difficult for this s 
Nugents. He is only 32. He 
stage career at the age of 
piece with his father, and off 
been acting and working with the 
actor ever since. Page 

He began writing in high school 
acted in college dramatics through 
years at Ohio State University,” 
he took his B.A. His professional 
on the New York Stage began’ 
diately on leaving college. AP 

But before he left college, 
went through the ordinary routin 
ordinary American boy at seh 
played ‘football and distinguished 
self at track. EO 

A tall young man, his quiet smile an 
‘arm friendliness are the sort that gro¥ 
on you with acquaintance. Brown hi 
and twinkling grey eyes do not 
prepare you for the wit that I 
of them. He knows what are k 
the “answers.” ¥ 

His favorite stage role was his. 
“The Poor Nut.” His first 
was in a version of “Kempy,” a pla 
his father and himself, in which 
acted and which later offered 
first opportunity to direct. That. (as 
year and a half ago. After thgv 
were more pictures to adop 
play in, and now again he has 
opportunity to direct. 

“You can never know the res 
of the thing until you feel that you 
self are in part responsible for wi 
comes off the screen. To see and ki 
and feel every part in a play, in o1 
to coordinate them all el see that the 
actors perform them, is one of the most 
difficult tasks in the world, and de 
let anyone tell you it isn’t.” 


He doesn’t want to go back to 
if he can help it. But the vagaries @ e 
the Hollywood scene are such that he © 
may have to. He wants to write and to 7 
direct. He believes that the motion pie © 
ture has a history before it compa o 
in every degree with the great history of 
the stage, and he believes that Holly-— 
wood will be largely instrumental 
writing that history. 

He believes that it is 
hocus pocus, luc 
personalities, but of definite and 
lable laws, just as the arts of painting 
and writing and music; and that @ 
tient application of intelligence to i 
knowledge will give you at least a work- 
ing acquaintance with the art. After — 4 

It isn’t particularly strange that with 
father, mother, sister and wife all on the 
stage, Elliott Nugent should retain an 
insatiable affection for that manner of ‘es 
dramatic expression. But the perma-_ 
nency of pictures, the fact that ‘ 
you do isn’t rubbed out right away or 
you've done it—and that’s the writers 
instinct for immortality, I presume—has ; 
an attraction for him that will eventuall 
lead him, he believes, into picture pone 
alone—writing, directing, acting—what- 
ever fate calls the card. 
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“SALES ANGLES 


Base your big sales punch on the fact that The 
Mouthpiece is the inside story of a famous New 
York lawyer’s life! 


Get as much romantic copy into your campaign 
as possible! 


The title requires explanatory copy to get over 
the fact that it means “lawyer.” You’ll find it in 
the newspaper ads in this Merchandising Plan. 


Avoid all mention of underworld. Don’t say 
“the mouthpiece of the underworld.” 


You can do more with copy than you can with 
illustration in your newspaper ads. Lay them out 
accordingly. 


It’s strong drama that requires copy with 
plenty of “‘guts.”’ 


Give the entire cast a big plug. Warren 
William, Sidney Fox, John Wray, Noel Francis, 
Guy Kibbee, Aline MacMahon, Ralph Ince and 


William Janney make an impressive list. 
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Herald Gag 

A way to make the heralds doubly 
effective is to number each one while 
imprinting the back and announce 
that the person getting the lucky 
numbers Will be admitted free to see 
the picture. This stunt makes the 
herald more than a mere throwaway 
and guarantees its being read. 

Winning numbers are posted in the 
lobby of the theatre during the run 
of the picture. Owners of numbers 
must come to the theatre to see if 
their number is posted. If only one 
out of every five goes into the theatre 
once they are in your lobby, the 
stunt is well worth the cost. 


Be sure you have a lobby that 
sells so that the unlucky ones will be 
impressed with the entertainment 
qualities of ‘““The Mouthpiece.” 


Classified 
Ad Tie-up 


Every newspaper in the country 
is anxious to promote its classified 
advertising section. What better 
line could they secure than “The 
Times Classified Section Is The 
Mouthpiece Of Those Who Have 
Bargains To Offer.” 

With a tie-up title like “The 
Mouthpiece,” you can undoubtedly 
arrange one of the many contests 
that have proven successful in movie- 
newspaper tie-ups in the past. One 
of the most popular contests is based 
on the missing letter idea whereby 
the letters of the title are omitted 
from words in a page of classified 
ads. The newspaper prints the title 
at the left of the page, one letter 
under the other, and leaves enough 
room at the right of each letter for 
contestant to fill in the name of the 
advertiser from whose ad the letter 
was omitted. Prizes are offered for 
a complete list with a 3800-word 
story on “Why I Want To See “The 


> 99 


Mouthpiece. 

This contest induces readers to 
scan every ad for a missing letter and 
enables newspaper to promote more 
advertising during the run of the 
contest. A free ad to the theatre is 
usually given by the editor. 
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COLORTONE 
EFFECT 


Make your screen presentation 
artistic and colorful with this at- 
mospheric effect, elaborately col- 
ored, beautifully created. 


4x5—Colored positive only..$2.00 
Set (positive and negative)... 3.00 
31/,x4—Colored positive only 1.50 
Set (positive and negative)... 2.25 


Order by No. N 234 


NATIONAL STUDIOS, Inc. 
226 West 56th St., New York 


Be sure to specify size and send remit- 

tance with order to avoid parcel post 

and C.O.D. charges. Send for cata- 
logue of Colortone Effects. 


Candy Give-away 


You can probably promote a candy 
give-away for the engagement of 
“The Mouthpiece.” It’s a perfect 
title for this kind of commodity. Use 


copy as follows: 


LIFE SAVERS 
(or any other candy) 


make the perfect candy 


mouthpiece. 


Warren William makes the 
perfect lawyer in “The Mouth- 
piece,” coming to the Strand 


next week. 


Give-aways like the above are 
proven matinee builders. It takes a 
little promotion to obtain the candy, 
but it is well worth the effort. 
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THROWAWAY SUMMO! 


STRAND THEATRE 
Plaintiff 


against 
MR. & MRS. MOVIEGOER 


Defendant 
Summons. 


To the defendants: 
Notice is hereby given to you 
that upon your default to appear 
before "THE MOUTHPIECE” 
you will forfeit your chance to see 
one of the most thrilling and gen- ‘ 


uinely exciting pictures ever. 


An imitation summons announcing “The Mouthpiece” has been pre- 
pared on this picture and will make a good throwaway or maili 

piece. Resembling an actual summons, three pages are devoted to the 
picture and the back page to your theatre. Price complete with 
theatre imprints and playdate. 1M, $3.50; 3M, $3.00 per M; 5M, 
$2.75 per M. Order direct from EXPLOITATION PRINTERS, 


20 West 22nd Street, New York City. 
TS 


NEWSPAPER SERIALIZATION 


By arrangement with Screen Romances, you can now secure 


the rights to publish the fictionization of “The Mouthpiece” in 
your local newspaper. Here is the method: 


Get a copy of the July issue of “Screen Romances” in which 
you will find the story of “The Mouthpiece” in fiction form. 
Sell the idea to your local newspaper editor of running the 
story with illustrations (stills at your local exchange) prior 
to, or during the showing of ‘The Mouthpiece” at your theatre. 


CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO “SCREEN RO- 
MANCES” BY THE NEWSPAPER. 


To make this tie-up more effective, you should announce on 
your screen that through the courtesy of Screen Romances the 
Daily Star will run the story of “The Mouthpiece” in its 
columns. Give the date of publication as well as your play- 
date. This announcement could be in the form of a trailer 
and added to the end of the regular trailer on this picture. 
Running the story in your newspaper without credit to “Screen 
Romances” is strictly prohibited. 
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ARNER SERVICE DOES 
OT STOP WITH THE 
GNING of tHe CONTRACT 


If you dont take advantage of that EXTRA 
Service, you re missing some real money! 


4 


yy We put showmanship in our trailers . . . produce them with the angles and know what will bring in the dough. Use the 
the same production backing as we give the features. Every mats. They'll reproduce perfectly. 


inch of film SELLS! 


You'll find real exploitation ideas in this Merchandising Plan. 


Warner accessories are designed by advertising experts, Ideas sare bring results and do not cost a fortune 
created by the best commercial artist in the game. They to put over: 
contain catchlines that sell. | And remember! If there is anything you need to help you 


with the advertising and exploitation of ANY Warner or 
First National production write to the Exhibitors' Service 
Division, Warner Bros. Pictures, 321 West 44th Street, N. Y. 
We'll be glad, too, to get your campaigns so that we can 
Follow the ads in this Merchandising Plan. We've studied pass your ideas along to brother showmen! 


Every herald is a novel ad. Tricky designs. Plenty of punch! 
Plenty of color! And they're sold to you at a price that 
allows quantity buying! 
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Warren William is 
<The Mouthpiece” 
toa T°. You eamnt 
so wrong by selling 


him that way?! 


They called 
him “The 
Mouth piece” 


A Warner Bros. 
and VITAPHONE 


Propuction with 
because he 


could talk : 


juries out of 


WARREN 


WILLIAM 
SIDNEY FOX 


justice and 
women out of 


honor! 


MOT 


A Warner 
Bros, 
Production 


a 
WILLIAM 
SIDNEY FOX 
Aline MacMahon 
Guv RKibbee 
Ralph Ince 


A WARNER BROS. 


with 
eA ae! 
WibLLiIiaA™M 
5) a) IN ee r 


Guy Kibbes Aline MacMahon 
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This story contains complete infor- 
mation about “The Mouthpiece” and 


is known to showmen as a “routine 
story.” 


“The Mouthpiece’”’ Coming 
To....Next.... With 
Warren William And 
Special Cast 


“The Mouthpiece,” a Warner Bros. 
picture, will open at the... . Theatre 
next ....fora.... day engagement. 

The large cast is headed by Warren 
William, leading man of stage and 
screen, who in the past few months has 
appeared in such important vehicles as 
“Under Eighteen” and “Beauty And The 
Boss” and has been marked for stardom 
by the producers. “The Mouthpiece” will 
serve as an index of his future and 
marks his greatest screen role to date. 

“The Mouthpiece,” from a play based 
on the life of a famous New York legal 
character, by Frank J. Collins, concerns 
a rising young prosecuting attorney 
whose zeal leads him to secure a verdict 
of guilty against an innocent young inan, 
who is executed as a result of William's 
forceful and convincing prosecution. A 
few minutes after the execution the 
actual murderer confesses the crime. 
The knowledge that he has been instru- 
mental in the death of an innocent man 
drives William to resignation from the 
State Aftorney’s office and a heedless life 
of. profigacy which throws him into con- 
tact yith shady characters. He becomes 
theif’“mouthpiece,” a disreputable lawyer 
who defends criminals and _ operates 


_through the loopholes of the law. He is 


eventually reclaimed after a dramatic 
climax. 
James Flood and Elliott Nugent, the 
directorial team responsible for “The 
Mouthpiece,” are said to have given the 
picture a pace and intense dramatic qual- 
ity rarely seen on the screen. Flood con- 
cerned himself almost solely with devel- 
oping the action of the picture via  suc- 
cessive situations, while Nugent applied 
his experience and talent to the dialogue, 
stressing the necessity for dialogue to 


“mesh” properly with the action. As a 


result, dialogue does not impede action, 
and vice versa. 

The larze cast directed by Flood and 
Nugent, the latter of whom is the son 
of J. C. Nugent, with whom he has writ- 
ten many outstanding stage and screen 
successes, includes Sidney Fox and Aline 
MacMahon. 

Miss Fox is best known for her work 
as the little southern girl of “Strictly 
Dishonorable.” she is one of the screen's 
most diminutive players. It is his love 
for Miss Fox, in the role of Celia Fara 
day, which regenerates William d Jeads 
him to again seek the legal honors he 
was slated for at the time of his un- 
fortunate prosecution of the innocent 
young man. 

Miss MacMahon is well re 
for her work i we pr 
“Once In A I. 
of Edward G. 


“Five Star Final.” She also had an itm- 


ind fe 


son’s secretary it 


portant role in “The Heart Of New 
York.” 
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William Janney, John 
Mae Madison, Noel 


Morgan 


Wall i ne! Carroll Walter 
Walker, Stanley F LaRue, 
Emerson Tracey and innell 
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Producers Grooming 
Warren William For 
Stardom After 

“The Mouthpiece 


99 

Warren William, featured player in 
“The Mouthpiece,” the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture coming to the... . Theatre next 
....y, is slated for stardom as a result 
of his work in this adaptation of a play 
by Frank Collins based on actual inci- 
dents in the life of a notorious New 
York attorney. 

William, as a “mouthpiece,” the term 
applied to lawyers who represent doubt- 
ful clients caught in the toils of the law, 
is said to deliver the best work of his 
stage or screen career. Originally an 
eager, zealous young prosecuting attor- 
ney, he plumbs the depths in character 
and association as a result of an un- 
fortunate case in which his prosecution 
brought an innocent youth to the elec- 
tric chair. ‘The progress and regress of 
“The Mouthpiece” forms the basis of the 
story, the romantic angle very evident 
in the affairs carried on by William. 

William has been in Hollywood less 
than a year, but has had several roles 
leading up to the present very im- 
portant one in “The Mouthpiece.” He 
has been seen opposite such stars as 
Dolores Costello, Bebe Daniels and 
Marian Marsh in both “Under Eighteen” 
and “Beauty And The Boss.” Each suc- 
ceeding role has increased his fan mail 
to flood tide proportions and has cor- 
roborated the producers’ consideration to 
groom him for stardom. — 

Sidney Fox, of “Strictly Dishonorable” 
fame, appears opposite William in the 
leading feminine role. Other important 
cast members are Aline MacMahon, re- 
membered for her excellent portrayals in 
“Five Star Final” and “The Heart Of 
New York”; Guy hibbee, William Jan- 
ney, John Wray, Ralph Ince, Noel Fran- 
cis, Stanley Fields and Emerson Tracey. 

James Flood and Flliott Nugent di- 
rected. 
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Specialty Cast Gathered For 
“The Mouthpiece,” New 


Vehicle For Warren 
William 


When “The Mouthpiece,” a Warner 
sros. picture, comes to the .... Theatre 
MEX). 5) TE wal) Dring: to. the: screen 
a cast of S} 
expert portrayals of various types ind 
characters. 

Heading the cast is Warren William, 


Wil 
to invest 
with all the = 
whether the role calls 


«iuy Kibbee, 
ay, Ralph nee, 


v 


® 


? ned ' ~ evens 
Fe 1. & master - ee Sortle 


lepalist of the ts portrays in, 
Mouthpiece,” w i 
those lawyers re 
evil repute in th law 
Sidi ey Fox, in the chief fem nine role 


opposite William, is a specialist in the 
portrayal of Southern girls, having ac- 
quired an authentic accent in spite of her 
Northern origin. She is best remembered 
for her part in “Strictly Dishonorable.” 
Aline MacMahon, also an_ important 
feminine cast member, specializes in por- 
traying cynical secretaries, having the 
same type of role she played in “Five 
Star Final” with Edward G. Robinson. 
Each of the other players is a spe- 
cialist in one type of characterization or 
another and is given full play for his or 
her talents in “The Mouthpiece.” It 
was directed by James Flood and Elliott 
Nugent from the play by Frank J. Col- 
lins, which he based on the life of a late 
well-known New York lawyer. 
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Two Directors Synchronize 
Efforts In Megaphoning 
“The Mouthpiece” 


James Flood and Elliott Nugent, di- 
rectors of “The Mouthpiece,” a Warner 
Bros. picture featuring Warren William, 
whien,/comes to the . £0). mext)). am 
turned particular attention to the co- 
ordination of situations and dialogue in 
order to obtain the swiftly-paced film 
they desired. 

Flood, veteran director, concentrated 
on the action of the story, with Nugent 
applying himself almost wholly to dia- 
logue direction. This collaboration be- 
tween two directors has produced a rap- 
idly moving story in which the dramatic 
situations and dialogue mesh perfectly, 
all possible superfluities having been 
eliminated before the picture was put in 
production. 

As a result of their direction of “The 
Mouthpiece,” in which Warren Wiliam, 
former famous leading man of the stage, 
is featured, Flood and Nugent have been 
assigned the direction of another picture 
for Warner Bros., the title of which has 
not vet been selected. Nugent is the 
son of J. C. Nugent and has collaborated 
with his father on many stage and screen 
successes. The younger Nugent has also 
enjoved a good measure of success as an 
actor in both mec S. 

The supporting cast of “The Mouth- 
piece” includes Sidney Fox of “Strictly 
Dishonorable” fame, Aline MacMahon, 
Guy Kibbee, Noel Francis, Mae Madi- 
son, Ralph Ince, William Janney and 
Emerson Tracey. 
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Warren William 
Explains Meaning 
Of *“‘“Mouth piece” 


Warren William will interpret the title 


Ss 


role of “The Mouth yjeces? i W: rT 
Bros, picture coming to thre 
atre next 

W was chosen s the ideal tvpe 


‘r Warner Bros. hh id held 


its title from 


4 4' 


Reayrted . for sone 
satan tee thre 
t amd bis 


thpicce™ w 
we or Wi 
itract Lis 
luced the producers to cust 


vers 
him in this important picture 

William explained the title of the pic 
ture to a feminine visitor on the set while 
it was in production. 

“A ‘mouthpiece,’ ” he said, “is a lawyer, 
usually a brilliant legalist, who turns to 
the defense and assistance of those who 
become embroiled with the law. — His 
acute mind is invariably able to find the 
loophole in the law which will permit him 
to secure the freedom of his client. If 
the client is not being prosecuted for an 
infraction of the law, the ‘mouthpiece’ 
‘an also be used in advising on the pos- 
sibility of operating within the law, al- 
though such operations are morally and 
ethically illegal. The class of people 
using ‘mouthpieces’ has come to call its 
lawyers by that term, indicating that he 
serves as their speech, their ‘mouthpiece.’ 
Such lawyers are invariably able to prac- 
tice without disbarment because they 
operate within the law, in spite of their 
illicit connections.” 


Sidney Fox, Aline MacMahon, Guy 
Kibbee and Ralph Ince support William 
in “The Mouthpiece,” hailed as one of 
the most intensely dramatic pictures in 
several months. 


James Flood and Elliott Nugent di- 
rected. 


Opening Day 
Story 


“The Mouthpiece” Begins 
At.... Today With Warren 
William In Leading Role 


“The Mouthpiece,” a Warner Bros 


* 


J. Cellins, based om imeciciemts im the life 
ef a notorious New York lawyer, opens 


at the 2.00. ‘Phestre today with Warren 
William heading a speci lly selected cast 
of prominent screen players 


“The Mouthpiece” derives its — title 
from the main character, portrayed by 
William. In certain circles a lawyer 
whose practice consists in freeing and as- 
sisting doubtful characters enmeshed in 
the toils of the law is known as a 
“mouthpiece.” William acquires this ap- 
pellation when he gives up his usual law 
practice after his prosecution has sent an 
innocent man to the electric chair. He 
hits the down grade and changes com- 
pletely, his association with shady char- 
acters leading to the development of a 
“legal-loophole” practice. 


The large cast includes Sidney Fox, 
tiny star of “Strictly Dishonorable,” in 
the leading feminine role, that of Celia 
Faraday, the young stenographer with 
whom William falls in love and, as a re- 
sult, is regenerated. Almost of equal 
importance is Aline MacMahon, an ex- 
pert in cynical roles, who plays William’s 
secretary, a portrayal similar to that of 
Edward G. Robinson's secretary in “Five 
Star Final.” Guy Kibbee, stage veteran 
with several important films already to 
his credit, appears as a vital factor in 
William’s character transformation. Other 
leading players are William Janney, John 
Wray, Noel Francis, Ralph Ince, Mae 
Madison, J. Carroll Naish, Stanley Fields, 
Emerson Tracey and Murray Kinnell. 


“The Mouthpiece” represents the joint 
directorial efforts of James Flood and 
Elliott Nugent, their collaboration being 
devoted to securing complete co- 
ordination between dramatic situations 
and dialogue, with a view to speeding 
the picture's pace. 
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Warren William and J. Carroll Naish 
and one of the many girls who appear 


in the Warner Bros. picture, 


“The Mouthpiece” 
Cut No. 7 Cut 30c Mat 10c 


Green Russian Boots Secure 
Part In “The Mouthpiece” 


For Visitor 


A pair of green Russian boots worn 
by Gypsy Norman, former musical com- 
edy and stage player visiting the War- 
ner Bros. studios, caught the eyes of 
James Flood and Elliott Nugent, co- 
directors of “The Mouthpiece,” the _ 
Warner vehicle featuring Warren Wil- 
liam. The directors sought and obtained 
an introduction. During the conversa- we 
tion the topic of bit parts came up and’ 
as a result Miss Norman was assigned — 
the role of the telephone operator in the 
picture. “a 

“The Mouthpiece” cast includes sev= @ — 
eral such distinguished players as S — 
Fox, Guy Kibbee, Aline MacMahon, Jé 
Wray, Noel Francis and J. Ca 
Naish. : 


Greatest Mining Engineer _ 
Commends Warren William 
For Giving Up Engineering 


Career 


Me 


John Hays Hammond, world’s great- 
est living mining engineer, on a visit to 
the set of “The Mouthpiece,” the War 
net Bros. picture featuring Warren ~ 
William, which comes to the... . Thea 7 
tre next . . . ., commended the player “| ~ 
for having given up the engineering — 
career he began before the war. William — 
had studied engineering and gone to 
France in the Engineering Division, 

Supporting William in “The Mouth, 
piece,” which was directed by J \ ae 
Flood and Elliott Nugent, is a large 
cast including Sidney Fox, Aline Mac- \~ % 
Mahon, Guy Kibbee, John Wray, Noel , 
Francis and many others. 


Warren William Only Player 
To Have Reserved Table 
In Studio Cafe 


Warren William, featured player in 
“The Mouthpiece,” the Warner Bros. 
picture now at the... . Theatre, is the 
only player on the Warner-First Na- 
tional lot permitted to have a special 
table reserved for him at luncheon. 


William has discovered that he can- 
not learn his lines at home or any other 
place than the studio and its environ- 
ment of restless activity. When this was 
made known to executives he was allot- 
ted a secluded table, which does not, 
however, isolate him and keep him out 
of the hectic studio atmosphere, all of 
which helps William make the seript 
come to life. 

William is supported by Sidney Fox, 
Aline MacMahon, Guy Kibbee, John 
Wray, J. Carroll Naish and Noel 
Francis in “The Mouthpiece.” 
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ETE TEE EG SER Cae cee ner eon Warren William 


oS RR TES eee eee Sidney Fox 
TRESS SIR SR PRE: I Eee Aline MacMahon 
SAE ane a DO ea William Janney 
TR SRR AS CORR eS en John Wray 
A RELIST: Nene Eee Yen U Ralph Ince 
Fe ee  emseeniiea . ORAM 
RE ESERIES SG SRS a ne near Noel Francis 
ERIN OE RE Morgan Wallace 
EES TE EEL SSE AT RSIS Guy Kibbee 
GERTLER ae J. Carroll Naish 
EE ESPRESSO oe Oe Walter Walker 
an en ntrenr termes Jack LaRue 
Ea a a SE LN SOR COO a Stanley Fields 
Se RS aE Ae A Murray Kinnell 
ACRE NEE LENE SLE ee Emerson Tracey 


Warren William and Sidney Fox as they appear in “The Mouthpiece,” 
a Warner Bros. and Vitaphone picture. Supporting them in this picture 
are Guy Kibbee, Aline MacMahon, J. Carroll Naish and many others. 
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THEY WILL HELP YOU TO SELL IT! 


BIOGRAPHICAL BRIEFS 


WARREN WILLIAM—Hero of many 
stage plays. Put under long-term 
contract by Warner Bros. Picture 
successes include “Expensive 
Women,” “Under Eighteen,” “The 
Woman From Monte Carlo,” 
“Beauty and the Boss” and “The 
Mouthpiece.” 


SIDNEY FOX—Diminutive favorite 
with Broadway stage experience. 
Picture roles include “Bad Sis- 
ter,” “Six Cylinder Love,” “Nice 
Women,” “Strictly Dishonorable” 
and “The Mouthpiece.” 


GUY KIBBEE—Veteran of stage. In 
pictures a year and has already 
played in “City Streets,” “Taxi,” 
“Union Depot,” “The Crowd Roars,” 
“Play Girl,” “High Pressure,” “Fire- 
man, Save My Child” and “The 
Mouthpiece.” 


ALINE MacMAHON — Featured in 
numerous stage successes, including 
“Once in a Lifetime.” Last seen in 
“Five Star Final” and “The Heart 
of New York.” 
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JOHN WRAY—Principal picture roles 
include “New York Nights,” “Czar 
of Broadway,” “All Quiet on the 
Western Front,” “Woman From 
Monte Carlo,” “High Pressure” and 
“The Rich Are Always With Us.” 


WILLIAM JANNEY—Picture roles 
include “Salute,” “Coquette,” “Dawn 
Patrol,” “The Right of Way,” 
“Young Desire,” “Those Who 
agg and “The Man Who Played 

Oo has 


RALPH INCE—“Hurricane,” ‘Wall 
Street,” “The Sea Wolf,” ‘“Num- 
bered Men,” “The Star Witness’ 


and “The Hatchet Man” 
numerous successful pictures. 


J. CARROLL NAISH—Principal pic- 
ture roles inelude “Cheer Up and 


among 


Smile,” “Good Intentions,” ‘“Scot- 
land Yard,” “The Queen’s Hus- 
band,” ‘The Famous’ Ferguson 


Case” and “The Hatchet Man.” 


MAE MADISON—Recent picture roles 
include “Manhattan Parade,” “Union 
Depot,” “Play Girl” and “The Rich 
Are Always With Us.” 
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SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


As a result of Vincent Day’s prosecu- 
tion, a youth is convicted and executed. 
He is scarcely dead when another man 
confesses to the murder. The knowledge 
that he has sent an innocent man to his 
death so shakes the lawyer that he be- 
gins to drink heavily. He is picked up 
by “J. B.,” head of a band of crooks, 
who wants him to be their lawyer. Hav- 
ing sent an innocent man to the chair, 
Day decides to spend the rest of his life 
getting criminals free. 

He becomes wealthy but leads a dis- 
solute life. Hickey. his secretary, makes 
all his appointments, does her work ef- 
ficiently, and is secretly in love with him. 
She engages Celia as her assistant. Day 
promptly becomes infatuated with her. 
When Celia refuses to go out with him, 
Day traps her by having her do some 
work for him at his home. He makes 
love to her but Celia repulses him. She 
tells him what she thinks of him and 
paints him as he really is, a shyster, 
blackleg lawyer, freeing crooks and liv- 
ing off them. Then she resigns. Day 
realizes he has been leading a terrible 
life and his infatuation for Celia turns 
to love. But he knows that she is en- 
gaged to Johnny, a boy of her own age. 
He goes out and drinks more than ever. 


Celia and Johnny decide to marry and 
return to their home town, but Johnny, 
while delivering some bonds, is robbed. 
Nobody believes his story and he is 
thrown in jail. Miss Hickey, knowing no 
one can save him except Day, goes in 
search of him and finds him unconscious 
in a bar room. She takes him home, 
sobers him up and tells him of Johnny’s 
predicament. Day goes to “J. B.” and 
succeeds in getting Johnny out on bail. 
He then orders the crook, who is one of 
“J. B.’s” gang, to give up the bonds. 
When he refuses, Day tips off the police 
and they arrest the man. The charge 
against Johnny is withdrawn. 


“J. B.” wants Day to speak with the 
gang. When he refuses to have anything 
further to do with them, “J. B.” threatens 
him. Day tells him their records are in 
his files and will be turned over to the 
police if they harm him—he even dares 
them. Leaving his office to go to Celia’s 
wedding, three shots are fired and Day 
staggers. Just then Hickey, who fol- 
lowed him, comes up and takes him to 
the hospital. In the taxi, Day falls back 
in her arms, and says smilingly: “You’re 
always near when I need you, aren’t 
you, sweetheart?” 
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Original play by 


Adaptation by 
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PRODUCTION STAFF 


7,874 feet 
84 minutes 
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THE MOUTHPIECE |! 


Warren William and Sidney Fox in a 


scene from the Warner Bros. picture,’ 


“The Mouthpiece.” Guy Kibbee, /iline 
MacMahon and a cast of fayorites 
support them. 
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Warren William, who has the title role 
in the Warner Bros. picture, “The 
Mouthpiece.” Supporting him are Sid- 
ney Fox, Aline MacMahon, Guy Kib- 
bee and a cast of favorites. 
Cut No. 6 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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